
The Second Sunday of Advent 

My dear Friends,  

Some of you with long memories in the city and diocese may recall a very talented and inspirational drama 
teacher at the Bishop of Llandaff High School, John Gould. Sadly he died earlier this year. He was well known 
because every year he produced two productions of a very high standard. At Christmas it would be a secular 
play, Shakespeare or something equally demanding. In Lent a passion play with a cast of around 300 would 
be put on in the Cathedral.  

Throughout my time at the school I was in those productions, aged 18 I played John the Baptist. I had to wear 
a very itchy beard and an equally uncomfortable hessian sackcloth costume and was unrecognisable! I also 
remember well having not only to learn the words in this week's gospel from St Mark but also to shout them 
out at the top of my voice. I am told I was a frightening and unnerving character!  

John the Baptist was proclaiming the coming of the Messiah not as a far in the future event but something 
that was imminent. He wanted the people to be prepared in heart and soul for the coming of Jesus. He called 
people to repent, to say they were sorry for their failures and to renew themselves in following God. Although 
he was stirring up all his listeners from around a large area and challenging them, his message definitely 
made an appeal as the people came voluntarily and asked for Baptism in the waters of the River Jordan. 
Many of them had been disillusioned with the established religious hierarchy, others had felt rejected and 
made to feel outsiders.  

John was preparing them to receive Jesus in person. We are making our preparations in this season of Advent 
to prepare for the annual remembrance of the coming of the infant Jesus. He will be a baby who will grow 
into the man that John will baptise with water, and God will baptise with the Holy Spirit. A man who will not 
only make an impact on the people of the Judaea countryside but on countless millions over 2000 years to 
the present day. His message of peace and love is as important now as it ever was. Some individuals and 
groups will not know this message, we can all do our part to make the paths straight for Jesus to be known 
and through us his love to be shown to the community in which we live. It may sometimes be difficult, 
uncomfortable and challenging but just like John we can find a role to share the coming of the Saviour into 
his world.  

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


